Central nervous system fungal infections in allogeneic stem cell transplantation. outcome of 24 recent cases and literature review.
Invasive fungal infections of the central nervous system (IFI-CNS) are rare and life-threatening complications in hematologic patients undergoing allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (Allo-HSCT). There is very few data on recent incidence and mortality of IFI-CNS in allo-HSCT and informations are very limited regarding effectiveness of diagnostic procedures and therapies.(1-4) A short and specific report, published 16 years ago, described the clinical outcome of 14 cases of IFI-CNS (100% Aspergillosis) occurring in Allo-HSCT; all of these patients experienced a dramatic and unfavorable outcome without responses to treatment and their median survival was only 7 days .